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Summary of Recent Changes to ADU Laws 

The California legislature found and declared that, 

among other things, allowing accessory dwelling units 

(ADUs) in single family and multifamily zones 

provides additional rental housing and are an 

essential component in addressing housing needs in 

California. Over the years, ADU law has been revised 

to improve its effectiveness such as recent changes 

in 2003 to require ministerial approval. In 2017, 

changes to ADU laws will further reduce barriers, 

better streamline approval and expand capacity to 

accommodate the development of ADUs.  

ADUs are a unique opportunity to address a variety of 

housing needs and provide affordable housing 

options for family members, friends, students, the 

elderly, in-home health care providers, the disabled, 

and others. Further, ADUs offer an opportunity to maximize and 

integrate housing choices within existing neighborhoods.  

Within this context, the Department has prepared this guidance to assist local governments in encouraging the 

development of ADUs. Please see Attachment 1 for the complete statutory changes. The following is a brief 

summary of the changes for each bill.  

SB 1069 (Wieckowski) 

S.B. 1069 (Chapter 720, Statutes of 2016) made several changes to address barriers to the development of ADUs 

and expanded capacity for their development. The following is a brief summary of provisions that go into effect 

January 1, 2017.  

Parking 

SB 1069 reduces parking requirements to one space per bedroom or unit. The legislation authorizes off street 

parking to be tandem or in setback areas unless specific findings such as fire and life safety conditions are made. 

SB 1069 also prohibits parking requirements if the ADU meets any of the following: 

• Is within a half mile from public transit.  

• Is within an architecturally and historically significant historic district. 

• Is part of an existing primary residence or an existing accessory structure.  

• Is in an area where on-street parking permits are required, but not offered to the occupant of the ADU. 

• Is located within one block of a car share area. 
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Fees  

SB 1069 provides that ADUs shall not be considered new residential uses for the purpose of calculating utility 

connection fees or capacity charges, including water and sewer service. The bill prohibits a local agency from 

requiring an ADU applicant to install a new or separate utility connection or impose a related connection fee or 

capacity charge for ADUs that are contained within an existing residence or accessory structure. For attached and 

detached ADUs, this fee or charge must be proportionate to the burden of the unit on the water or sewer system 

and may not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the service. 

Fire Requirements 

SB 1069 provides that fire sprinklers shall not be required in an accessory unit if they are not required in the 

primary residence.  

ADUs within Existing Space 

Local governments must ministerially approve an application to create within a single family residential zone one 

ADU per single family lot if the unit is:  

• contained within an existing residence or accessory structure.  

• has independent exterior access from the existing residence.  

• has side and rear setbacks that are sufficient for fire safety. 

These provisions apply within all single family residential zones and ADUs within existing space must be allowed in 

all of these zones.  No additional parking or other development standards can be applied except for building code 

requirements.  

No Total Prohibition  

SB 1069 prohibits a local government from adopting an ordinance that precludes ADUs.  

AB 2299 (Bloom) 

Generally, AB 2299 (Chapter 735, Statutes of 2016) requires a local government (beginning January 1, 2017) to 

ministerially approve ADUs if the unit complies with certain parking requirements, the maximum allowable size of 

an attached ADU, and setback requirements, as follows:  

 The unit is not intended for sale separate from the primary residence and may be rented. 

 The lot is zoned for single-family or multifamily use and contains an existing, single-family dwelling. 

 The unit is either attached to an existing dwelling or located within the living area of the existing dwelling or 

detached and on the same lot. 

 The increased floor area of the unit does not exceed 50% of the existing living area, with a maximum 

increase in floor area of 1,200 square feet. 

 The total area of floorspace for a detached accessory dwelling unit does not exceed 1,200 square feet. 

 No passageway can be required. 

 No setback can be required from an existing garage that is converted to an ADU. 
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 Compliance with local building code requirements. 

 Approval by the local health officer where private sewage disposal system is being used. 

Impact on Existing Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinances 

AB 2299 provides that any existing ADU ordinance that does not meet the bill’s requirements is null and void upon 

the date the bill becomes effective. In such cases, a jurisdiction must approve accessory dwelling units based on 

Government Code Section 65852.2 until the jurisdiction adopts a compliant ordinance. 

AB 2406 (Thurmond) 

AB 2406 (Chapter 755, Statutes of 2016) creates more flexibility for housing options by authorizing local 

governments to permit junior accessory dwelling units (JADU) through an ordinance.  The bill defines JADUs to be 

a unit that cannot exceed 500 square feet and must be completely contained within the space of an existing 

residential structure. In addition, the bill requires specified components for a local JADU ordinance.  Adoption of a 

JADU ordinance is optional.   

Required Components 

The ordinance authorized by AB 2406 must include the following requirements: 

• Limit to one JADU per residential lot zoned for single-family residences with a single-family residence already 

built on the lot. 

• The single-family residence in which the JADU is created or JADU must be occupied by the owner of the 

residence. 

• The owner must record a deed restriction stating that the JADU cannot be sold separately from the single-

family residence and restricting the JADU to the size limitations and other requirements of the JADU 

ordinance. 

• The JADU must be located entirely within the existing structure of the single-family residence and JADU have 

its own separate entrance.  

• The JADU must include an efficiency kitchen which includes a sink, cooking appliance, counter surface, and 

storage cabinets that meet minimum building code standards.  No gas or 220V circuits are allowed.   

• The JADU may share a bath with the primary residence or have its own bath.   

Prohibited Components 

This bill prohibits a local JADU ordinance from requiring: 

• Additional parking as a condition to grant a permit.  

• Applying additional water, sewer and power connection fees.  No connections are needed as these utilities 

have already been accounted for in the original permit for the home.    
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Fire Safety Requirements 

AB 2406 clarifies that a JADU is to be considered part of the single-family residence for the purposes of fire and 

life protections ordinances and regulations, such as sprinklers and smoke alarms. The bill also requires life and 

protection ordinances that affect single-family residences to be applied uniformly to all single-family residences, 

regardless of the presence of a JADU.  

JADUs and the RHNA  

As part of the housing element portion of their general plan, local governments are required to identify sites with 

appropriate zoning that will accommodate projected housing needs in their regional housing need allocation 

(RHNA) and report on their progress pursuant to Government Code Section 65400. To credit a JADU toward the 

RHNA, HCD and the Department of Finance (DOF) utilize the census definition of a housing unit which is fairly 

flexible.  Local government count units as part of reporting to DOF. JADUs meet these definitions and this bill 

would allow cities and counties to earn credit toward meeting their RHNA allocations by permitting residents to 

create less costly accessory units.  See additional discussion under JADU frequently asked questions. 

  


